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Welcome to the June Quarterly Newsletter for the Library!  This newsletter 
contains details of upcoming events and also mentions previous activities. 

In March, about 30 people at the Library enjoyed hearing Elle Bryce, an 
apprentice staff worker with Australian Fellowship of Evangelical Students, 
speak about her ministry with Women at Griffith University and at the 
Conservatorium of Music.  Elle helps and encourages students in their 
Christian growth.  She meets one-on-one with a number of students 
encouraging them in their faith, as well as hosting Bible studies, prayer groups 
and outreach events.

We have published Revd Dr Rhys Bezzant’s lecture Church Growth Through 
Mentoring which he delivered at St Francis Theological College, Milton on 11 

October 2016. If you would like to obtain a copy of this insightful lecture, please download an Order 
Form from the website.  The cost including postage and GST is $10.

About eighty people enjoyed a good evening at the Annual Dinner on Friday, May 5th.  The Guest 
Speaker was Reverend Mike Raiter, the Director for the Centre for Biblical Preaching in Melbourne.  
Mike is also an Assistant Minister 
at St James’ Old Cathedral West 
Melbourne, a former mission worker 
in Pakistan and a former Principal 
of the Melbourne School of 
Theology. Mike spoke passionately 
about communicating clearly and 
with conviction.

Graham Stanton also shared some 
very positive feedback from his 
work of mentoring people and 
said he was very grateful for the 
support of all those involved with 
the Library.

About thirty people attended the 
preaching workshop with Mike 
Raiter the following day after the dinner. The workshop was practical, insightful and helpful to everyone 
who attended.  We are very grateful for Mike’s help in the work of the library.

I encourage you to attend the events of the library in 2017.  Please review and note the list of events 
outlined in Upcoming Events later in the newsletter.

Our Youth Ministry Advisor, Revd Graham Stanton is continuing his work of mentoring young leaders, 
and also with his Doctoral Studies at the University of Queensland.  Included in the newsletter is an 
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article by Graham.

In this newsletter is a good review by Diana Arnold of a very interesting recent book called I’d Rather 
Be Blind by Grant Lock and published in Australia by Broad Continent Publishing. Publishing books in 
Australia is not an easy process and I am pleased to see this book published and commend it to you.

Keep in touch and connect your friends 
Do you know of anyone who would be interested in receiving information from the Mathew Hale 
Public Library? If so, please suggest to them that they sign up to our mailing list on our website (www.
mathewhalepubliclibrary.com) 

Thank you again for your support of the Library. If you would like to make a donation to the library 
please use the form at the end of the newsletter. 

With Best Regards, 
Geoff Dutton 
Honorary Warden 

Upcoming Events

Bible Study 
The Prayer and Bible Study group continue to meet at 5.30pm each Tuesday at the Library. We have a 
short Bible study and then we pray for people and churches. You are more than welcome to attend. 

An Event with Julie Moser
Date & Time: Wednesday, June 7 2017, 9AM to 3PM
Location: St Francis Theological College, Milton
Enquiries: Alex Crawford – Email to register by emailing info@
mathewhalepubliclibrary.com or 0411 271 787
Cost: $20 (including lunch)
Guest Speaker: Julie Moser, the Diocesan Youth and Children’s Missioner 
with the Anglican Diocese of
Qu’Appelle in Saskatchewan Canada.

Julie Moser has been involved in youth ministry for 30 years as a youth 
minister and youth trainer in Australia and Canada. She is the author of 

Studies 2 Go and More Studies 2 Go and other youth Bible studies.

Book Review
Grant Lock’s book I’d Rather Be Blind is a riveting sequel to his first book Shoot Me 
First. It contains a collection of short well written anecdotes spliced with evocative 
poetry and several Biblical stories told in contemporary language. The anecdotes 
recall his experiences garnered during twenty four years of missionary service in 
Pakistan and Afghanistan as well as before and after those years. They offer an 
honest description of what life is really like in an Islamic culture, especially for the 
poor and for women, and the challenges and frustrations these brought to Grant 
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and his wife Janna seeking to serve them with compassion and integrity. Grant Lock shares frankly the 
tragic irony of his blindness after having been director of Afghanistan’s biggest eye-care program and 
the lasting effects of PTSD experienced by Janna. The book also includes his answers to Australians 
quizzing him about Muslims’ beliefs, way of life and political ideology and his comments on the killing of 
Osama bin Laden in Abbottabad, a city he often visited, and on Islamic terrorism and kidnapping.

His use of beautiful poetry that he himself has composed and frequent use of Afghani proverbs reveal 
the author’s passionate identification with the people of Pakistan and Afghanistan and his deep devotion 
to Christ. The book is a fascinating record of incarnational mission.

Reviewed by Diana Arnold

Book Review: Beyond the Screen
Andrew Zirschky. Beyond the Screen : Youth Ministry for the Connected 
but Alone Generation.  Nashville, TN: Abingdon, 2015.

In Beyond the Screen Andrew Zirschky, Academic Director of the Center 
for Youth Ministry Training in Nashville, USA, offers an illuminating 
analysis of the way teenagers use social media. Zirschky moves beyond 
reactionary alarm to explore what teenagers are actually searching for, 
the ways that the ubiquitous use of social media are transforming the way 
young people understand and experience community, and how Christian 
practices of koinonia offer a productive way forward.

Churches have tended to respond to social media in one of two ways: 
regarding technology as the solution to engaging teenagers, or seeing 
technology as the obstacle to engaging teenagers. Both are false trails 

based on an underlying myth. Some churches fall for the “moth myth”, that “teenagers like moths, 
are attracted to things that plug in and light up”. While others believe the “basket myth”: that if we 
provide a basket for teenagers to deposit their mobile devices in before youth group then they will be 
more engaged. Neither approach is sufficient because neither considers the way social media has 
fundamentally changed the way we experience relationships in a networked world. 

Central to Zirschky’s analysis is identifying “networked individualism” as the dominant social 
configuration of teenage culture. Before the industrial revolution, people lived in local communities where 
relationships were established by living next door to one another. With the industrial revolution, people 
now live in one location, work in another location, go to church in yet another location, and join in a 
sporting club in another location. People don’t necessarily form relationships with the people they live 
alongside. Instead we form communities in various spaces where we congregate with others. In contrast 
to “local” communities, in these “convened” communities people join communities by attending a 
particular space. All this has changed in a networked world. Communities are no longer created by virtue 
of living alongside one another, nor by attending the same venues together. Instead, “community… must 
be created, convened, and maintained by each individual in the form of a network”. Relationships that 
were once “door-to-door”, which later became “place-to-place”, have now become “person-to-person”. 
This is the culture of networked individualism.
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Networked individualism has great benefits. When friends move to another city or go to a different 
school young people can still be connected with their personal network. Gone are the days of having 
to be bored at the picnic you have to go to with your parents’ friends. With your mobile phone you 
can take your friends with you. However, along with certain benefits, networked individualism places 
significant demands on young people: the demand to establish a personal network, the demand 
to keep your network engaged, the demand to grow your network large, and the demand to be 
socially selective about who remains in the network. Zirschky points out how each of these demands 
contributes to relationship that are “anxious, weak, and instrumental”.

In order to combat networked individualism Zirschky looks to the Christian notion of koinonia, 
particularly drawing on Paul’s imperative to the Corinthian church to “discern the body” (1 Cor 11:29). 
Zirschky outlines four challenges to the church: to foster relationships of presence, a community of 
social equality, a community of diverse unity, and a community that expresses creative love for the 
abandoned. 

Rather than leaving the discussion as abstract principles, Zirschky suggests various practices that 
point toward and enable the church to participate in “the very transformation we hope the Holy Spirit 
to enact in us”. In contrast to both the moth myth and the basket myth, Zirschky argues that “the 
more pressing matter may not be figuring out how to get youth to put down their devices, but instead 
figuring out how to get them to use their devices in ways that are consistent with a Christian ethic of 
koinonia in which they ‘discern the body of Christ’”.

This book is valuable in two ways. First, it is an excellent example of practical theological enquiry. 
Zirschky begins and ends in practice, without bypassing rigorous analysis and careful biblical 
theological reflection along the way. Second, and largely as a result of the first, this book provides a 
clear and thick understanding of the teenage experience of using social media, as well as a robust 
Christian response that is both theologically deep and practically achievable.

Reviewed by Graham Stanton
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Library: *The Blue Room, St Andrew’s Church, 160 Vulture Street, South Brisbane, 4101

PO Box 13675, George Street Post Shop,  Brisbane, QLD, Australia  4003

e. info@mathewhalepubliclibrary.com www. mathewhalepubliclibrary.com

*Note that the library is currently open for advertised events, by appointment and every Tuesday from 3.00pm to 6pm.

© 2017 Mathew Hale Public Library

Support the Library The Mathew Hale Public Library relies completely on tax deductible gifted financial support

Name: _____________________________

Address: ____________________________

Phone: _____________________________

I would like to make a donation of $_____ 

I would like to make a monthly donation of $_____
 
Card Type: VISA   Mastercard (please circle)
 
Card Name: ______________________________
 
Card Number:  ___________________________  Expiry Date:________

Signature: ______________________________
POST TO: The Mathew Hale Public Library PO 
Box 13675, George Street Post Shop Brisbane 
Qld 4003

I have left a gift in my will to the Mathew Hale 
Public Library

I would like information on how I can leave a gift in my will.


